
Fiction stories have a story 

structure, or story elements. The 

story structure tells where the 

story takes place, who the story 

is about, and what happens.
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Characters appear in fiction 

stories.  They are the people, 

animals, or creatures who the 

story is about.



The setting of a story tells 

us when and where the 

story takes place or 

happens. 

The problem in a story is 

something that happens and 

needs to be fixed.  A conflict, 

disaster, challenge, or 

something that goes wrong for 

one of the characters.



The turning point of a story 

is when an event happens 

and things start to change 

and turn in a new direction.

The solution happens 

when the problem in the 

story is resolved, or fixed. 



The theme of a story is the 

author ’s message, or life 

lesson, for the reader.

The main idea is the most 

important part of the story 

and tells us what the story 

is mostly about.  

Use your context clues 
and inferring skills to 
determine the theme!

Look for important 
details to find the 

main idea.  The details 
will support the main 
idea of the story.



The author ’s purpose is why the 

author is writing the book.  

Authors write to inform or teach, 

persuade, and entertain.

When you summarize you 

retell the most important 

parts of a story in your 

own words.

PIE

INFORM

Use these sentence starters in 
order to summarize a story:

SOMEBODY…
WANTED…

BUT…
SO..

THEN…



When you draw conclusions, 

you use your schema and 

the context clues to figure 

out what will happen in a 

story.

When you predict, you 

make a good guess 

about what will happen 

in a story.  



When you infer, you use 

your schema and clues 

from the text to figure out 

something the author 

doesn’t tell you.

We make connections in 

reading when we can 

match parts of a story to 

something that reminds us 

of something else.

schema text evidence inference

TEXT          SELF
TEXT          TEXT
TEXT         MEDIA
TEXT         WORLD          



A text to self connection is 

a personal connection we 

can make with a story 

through our own life 

experiences.

A text to text connection 

is a connection we can 

make between one story 

and one or more elements 

from another story.



A text to world connection 

is a connection  between 

a story and events in the 

real world.

A text to media connection is 

a connection between a story 

and something you’ve 

watched on T.V., seen on an 

electronic device, or heard in 

a song.



When you sequence the 

events in a story, you 

organize them in the order 

in which they happen in 

the text.

When we retell, we tell 

what happened in a 

story or parts of a story 

we’ve already read.

first next last



We ask questions before, during, 

and after reading a story if we 

are curious, want to make a 

prediction, or want to clarify 

something we don’t understand.

To determine importance 

in a story, readers identify 

what matters the most in 

the text.

What

Why

How

When

Where

Who



When we visualize we make 

a mental image, or picture, in 

our mind by listening to the 

words and clues in a story.

Schema is all of the 

information, memories, and 

life experiences stored in 

our brains.



Metacognition is thinking 

about our thinking.

We synthesize when we use our 

schema combined with new 

information in a story to gain a 

new understanding or 

perspective about what we 

are reading.

Our thinking grows 
and changes as 
we read!



We evaluate text when we 

make judgements and form 

opinions about what we 

are reading.

WHY OR WHY NOT?
WHAT WOULD YOU DO?

WHAT is most
Important?

justify…
tell why…

Readers read stories that 

are fantasy (not real) or 

reality (can actually 

happen).

FANTASY REALITY



We compare and contrast 

two different things to show 

what makes them similar 

and different.

We can identify facts and 

opinions while we read by 

determining what is true and can 

be proven (fact) or what the 

author thinks or believes (opinion).
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FACTS can be proven.  
They are REAL information.

OPINIONS are our thoughts 
and beliefs.  They are 
different for everyone.



We can identify cause 

and effect in a story by 

looking at what happens 

and why it happened.

Readers classify and 

categorize information in a 

story when we group together 

similar ideas or elements 

of the story.

CAUSE EFFECT

Because it rained, I got to splash in the puddles.

VEGETABLESFRUIT



The point of view in a story is 

the perspective from which a 

story is being told (a 

character or narrator).

1st, 2nd , or 3rd person


