
Does it LOOK 
right?

Visual/Graphophonics
Error is visually similar to the word in the text.

EXAMPLE:  
Text:  Mom made us some cupcakes.
Student:  Mom makes us some cake.

Does it SOUND  
right?

Structure/Syntax
Error makes sense & follows the rules of standard English.

EXAMPLE:  
Text:  She slid down the big slide.

Student:  She slides down the big slide.



Does it 
MAKE SENSE?

Meaning/Semantics
Error does/doesn’t make sense.

EXAMPLE:  
Text:  My dog ran down the road.

Student:  My dog runs down the street.

CHUNKY 
MONKEY

Look for the small chunks 
you know inside of the 

bigger words.



STRETCHIN’
STEPHANIE

LISTENING
EAR

Stretch out the sounds in 
the word and blend them 

together.

Listen carefully as you read the 
sounds in the word. Does the 

sound match  the letter?  Does 
the word make sense?



READY TO READ
MOUTH

LOOKS CLOSELY
LARRY

Get your mouth ready.  
Make the beginning sound 

of the word.

Look at the picture carefully.  
Use the picture clues to 
decode tricky words.



FLIP FLOP
SOUNDS

TURTLE 
TALK

Say the word very slowly.  
Blend the sounds together as 

you stretch them out.

“Flip Flop” the vowel sound.  If 
you tried the word using a short 
vowel sound, try the word using 
a long vowel instead.  Reread the 

word.  Does it make sense? 



SKIPPY
SKIPPER

Skip over the tricky word.  
Read the rest of the 

sentence and go back and 
try again.
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Visual

Syntax Meaning



I am reading 
when I come to a 

word I can’t 
decode.  I tried 

to stretch out the 
sounds.  I looked 

at the picture 
closely.  What can 

I do now?

I read a word 
that makes sense 
in the story, but 
the word that I 

said doesn’t 
match the way the 

word starts on 
the page.  What 

should I do? 

I am reading a 
sentence when I 
come to a word 
that makes me 
stuck. I got my 

mouth ready and 
tried to stretch it 
out, but I can’t 

decode the word. 
What should I do?

I am looking very 
carefully at the 
picture, but the 
word I’m saying 

doesn’t match the 
word on the page.  
What can I do to  
help decode the 

word?

I am reading 
when I see a 

word that I don’t 
know, but I know 
all the sounds in 
the word.  What 

strategy should I 
use to decode 

the word?

I am reading a 
sentence that 

looks right, but it 
doesn’t make any 

sense.  What 
strategy should I 
use to make the 
sentence make 

sense? 


